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THE MUSICAL TIMES.— April 1, 1865. 



CRYSTAL PALACE. 
The indefatigable conductor of the concerts here is 
resolved that those who flock to Sydenham to hear good 
music every Saturday shall be amply compensated for 
the trouble. On the 11th ult., Beethoven's Pastoral 
Symphony and the overture to " Zauberflote," formed 
part of tbe programme; and M. Sainton performed in 
excellent style a violin concerto by F. David. In the 
midst of a concert which seemed to take us back to the 
old times of the Philharmonic, Madame Sainton-Dolby 
unfortunately broke the spell by singing a meaningless 
song called " Maggie's Secret." If such experiments are 
to be jndged solely by their resnlt, however, we presume 
that the vocalist has a fair right to be excused, for we 
regret to record that it was the only encore of the 
morning. 

Mr. Gye's prospectus for the ensuing season at the 
Royal Italian Opera is almost too good to be true: and 
we regret that we cannot echo the whole of his con- 
gratulations upon his own management. We have no 
reason to suppose that the continual flights of his principal 
singers, from causes quite unexplained to the subscribers, 
will be less this season than usual ; and we much fear 
that the production of L'Africainem Paris will so derange 
his plans that his promises can only be conditional. We 
trust that his principal debutante, Madame Galletti, may 
prove as successful as report seems to warrant; and we 
may reasonably look for a really good contralto amongst 
the many new names advertised. We are glad to find 
that the erratic Madlle. Lucca, " having passed the 
greater part of the autumn in her native air," is once 
more to visit us ; and sincerely hope that the climate of 
Englaud may be sufficiently genial for her to remain a 
little longer than usual with us. The names of most of 
our old favourites are announced, with the exception of 
Fame and Naudin, whose services are secured in Paris 
for the whole season. L'A/ricaine is to be the novelty of 
the season ; but many operas are promised which we 
shall be too pleased to welcome ; amongst the rest II 
Flauto Magico, in which Madlle. Carlotta Palti is to assume 
the part of the Queen of Night. The prospectus is 
hopeful in the extreme ; but we should have preferred 
that Mr. Gye should have allowed the public to supply 
their own comments upon it. The establishment opened 
on the 2-th ult. 

The Thirty-second Annual Meeting of the Sacred Har- 
monic Society, which has recently taken place, must 
have been exceedingly gratifying to all interested in the 
well-being of an institution, which has now so thoroughly 
taken the lead in all great performances of sacred music. 
The members have every reason to congratulate them- 
selves, not only upon presenting the works of the great 
Oratorio composers in the most effective manner, but 
upon using their best endeavours to familiarise the public 
with many hitherto only partially known, as an instance 
of which we may mention Handel's Israel in Egypt, 
which, next to the Messiah, has now become the most 
popular of Handel's Oratorios. The published report 
speaks of the intention of the members of the Society to 
exert themselves to the utmost in aiding in the produc- 
tion of Costa's Oratorio, " Naaman," shortly after Easter, 
and also in promoting the success of the approaching 
Handel Festival. We regret, however, to find that, in 
spite of continual attempts to convince the authorities of 
Exeter Hall of the necessity of affording additional means 
of entry and exit to the building, no satisfactory result 
has yet been arrived at. 

The 127th Anniversary Festival of the Royal Society 
of Musicians took place on the 15ih ult., at Freemasons' 
Hall ; President of the day, His Royal Highness the 
Duke of Cambridge. No chairman ever exerted himself 
more zealously to promote the interests of this excellent 
charity than the Duke, who, in an able speech, not only 
took the true view of the position of music in this coun- 
try, but traced its gradual progress with an earnestness, 



which proved that he took a real interest in the subject 
he was advocating. The eloquence of the evening" was 
much aided by the presence of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, who, in proposing the health of the noble 
chairman, made some happy allusions to the status of the 
musical professor in England, which were received, as 
they deserved to be, with the heartiest applause. Sir 
Richard Airey, Colonel Mc Murdo, and Sir George Clerk, 
also spoke exceedingly well ; and the evening— with the 
assistance of Madame Parepa and Miss Whytock, Heir 
Straus (violin), and Mr. W. G. Cusins (pianoforte) — 
passed off most admirably. The donations during the 
evening amounted to about £500, including 20 guineas 
each from the Duke of Cambridge and Mr. Gladstone, 
£50 from Messrs. Broadwood and Sons (17th Donation), 
£50 from Messrs. Collard and Collard, and £50 from 
Messrs. R. Cocks and Co., besides sundry donations from 
some of the most eminent music publishers. 

We perceive that the Bristol Madrigal Society has 
offered three prizes for Madrigals, to be written in four, 
five, six, or more parts, to English words. The writer of 
the best, is to receive £25, of the second, £ 1 6, and of the 
third, £10. The composers of the madrigals to which 
the prizes shall be awarded will retain the copyright of 
their compositions; but they will not be at liberty to 
publish them until at least six months after the date of 
the award, except with the consent of the Society. We 
are glad to find active measures like these spontaneously 
emanating from a society which might be content with 
merely singing the compositions already stamped with 
the public approval ; and we hope to see some of our best 
composers compete for the prizes offered in so liberal a 
spirit. 

The first ot the Choral Meetings of the London 
division of the Handel Festival Choir took place at 
Exeter Hall, on the 3rd ult., under the direction of 
Mr. Costa. The choruses in " Israel in Egypt" (one of 
the oratorios selected for performance at the approaching 
Handel Festival), were gone through with remarkable 
precision. An experiment, which we trust will be 
expressly reserved for practice at these private gatherings, 
was the performance of the duet " The Lord is a man of 
war," by the whole of the basses, parted into two sections. 
The effect of the mass of voices executing the passages 
intended by Handel for only two, was much more 
extraordinary than pleasing. 

The pupils of the Royal Academy of Music gave an 
interesting Chamber Concert at the Institution on the 
1st ult., when two of the compositions of the students 
were performed ; the first a clever Part-song, " Come 
with the dawn," by Jackson ; and the second a smoothly 
written duet, by Arthur Fox. The principal vocalists 
were Miss Mc Donald, Miss Chadwick, Miss Bauermeister, 
Miss Brougham, Miss Greenaway, Mr. Wallace Wells, 
and Mr. Hamilton. We mustalso mention the pianoforte 
playing of Miss Madalena Cronin and Miss Emma 
Buer, and the excellent tone of Mr. H. Harper on the 
violoncello. 

Me. Frederick Penna gave his second lecture on the 
" Oratorio composers of the 18th and 19th centuries," 
at the Society for the Encouragement of the Fine Arts, 
on the 9th ult., in which he treated of the genius of 
Spohr and Mendelssohn with much ability. The illus- 
trations were effectively rendered by Madlle, Louise van 
Noorden and Mr. F. Pcnna. 

Master Willie Pape gave a grand Pianoforte Recital 
at the Town Hall, Birmingham, on Monday, the 6th 
ult., consisting of pieces selected from the works of 
Beethoven, Mozart, Mendelssohn, Weber, Dussek, 
Liszt, and Thalberg. On the 13th, Master Pape gave a 
"Recital" iu Manchester, at the new Town Hall; and 
on the 14th, in the same place, at the Broughton Town 
Hall. On the 15th he played at Rochdale; on the 1 6th 
at Liverpool ; and on the 17th and lgth at Warrington. 
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The second rehearsal of the Metropolitan Schools 
Choral Society, took place on Saturday, the 18th ult., in 
the large hall of the Whittington Club, under the direc- 
tion of Mr. John Hullah. This rehearsal was attended 
by the masters, mistresses, and pupil-teachers of nearly 
150 schools, from the children of which (with the addition 
of 1,000 tenors and basses) the choir for the Eighth 
Annual Choral Meeting of 5,000 voices at the Crystal 
Palace, on June 7th, will be selected. 

The Choral Class in connection with the Islington 
Literary and Scientific Institution, gave an evening con- 
cert on the 7th ult , under the able direction of Mr. J. T. 
Cooper, when various part-songs, madrigals, and choruses, 
interspersed with a few solos and duets, were performed. 
The concert was eminently successful ; and the delicacy 
and purity of tone displayed by the choir reflected great 
credit on the training bestowed by its conductor. The 
pianoforte accompaniments were well sustained by Mr. 
Cooper's pupil, Miss Giles. 

On Mondav evening, the 28th of Feb., a concert was 
given in St. Luke's School-rooms, Nutford Place, by Mr. 
B. Congreve's choir, in aid of the school funds. The first 
part consisted of choruses, <fcc. from the Messiah, all of 
which were very well given ; the second part consisted 
of songs, glees, part-songs, &e. The soloists were Miss 
Ward and Mr. W. Congreve : Miss Congreve presided 
at the pianoforte, and Mr. B. Congreve conducted. 

On Wednesday, the 22nd of February, Mr. Kipps, the 
organist of St. Paul's, Greenwich, gave an evening con- 
cei t in the Lecture Hall. The vocalists engaged were 
Madame Somerville, Miss Leffler, Miss Grace Armytage, 
Mr. G. A. Cooper. Mr. Suchet Chamnion, Mr. H. Sanders, 
and the Vocal Quartett Union. The solos on the piano- 
forte were performed by Herr Bernhard Althans, and 
Mr. P. H. Diemer, R.A.M. Both taste and skill were 
displayed in the selection of songs, and many were 
enthusiastically encored. 

The St. George's Choral Society gave a concert at the 
Lecture Hall, Carter-street, Walworth, on Monday 
evening, the 27th ult. The vocalists were Miss Wood- 
borough, Miss Grace Howard, Messrs. Cox, Hearne, 
Howard, and Hulls. Several solos, glees, and part-songs 
were sung, and also a short selection from Faust. 

A concert of vocal and instrumental music was given 
at the Albion Hall, London Wall on the 7th ult., the voca- 
ists being Mrs. Marshall, Mrs.T Peed, Miss M. A. Potter, 
Miss Grafton, Mr. Crome, and Mr. James; the solo instru- 
mentalists, Miss M. A. Potter and Mrs. T. Peed, piano- 
forte; Mr. Hawks, jum, violin; and Mr. Francis, flute; 
assisted by a select band and chorus, Messrs. G. H. 
Simson and W. Miller were the accompany iats; and Mr. 
J. Hanks, jun,, officiated as conductor, 

Mr. Alfred Cocking, organist and choirmaster of St. 
George's, Camberwell, gave his first annual concert on 
the 21st of Feb., in the National School-rooms, assisted 
by Madame Alexander Newton, Miss Emily Simmons, 
Miss Adelaide Bliss, Mr. Henry Rcgaldi, Mr. George 
Marler, and Mr. C. G. Crook, together with a choir of 
35 voices ; Miss Matilda Young performed a solo on the 
pianoforte; Mr. Alfred Cocking conducted. The audience, 
which was a very large and fashionable one, was evidently 
much pleased with the evening's entertainment. 

Sevebai, performances have taken place during the 
past month by Mr. Frederic Archer and Mr. Hallett 
Sheppard, upon the magnificent organ just completed by 
Messrs. Bishop and Starr for the Cathedral at Bombay. 
The instrument has three complete manuals — compass 
of each C C to G in alt, 56 notes — and an independent 
pedal organ, — compass from C C C to E, 29 notes. The 
total number of pipes is 1,601; and the organ has' two 
fronts, one towards the choir, and the other towards the 
aisle. The tone is extremely fine; and its various 
capabilities were tested most perfectly by the performers 
mentioned above, before many of the very best judges, 



with the most satisfactory result. We may mention that 
the instrument has been especially manufactured to suit 
the climate of India, the interior woodwork being of 
hard mahogany, and the metal pipes of spotted metal. 

The new organ recently erected by Mr. Willis, of 
London, at St. Peter's Church, Blackburn, was opened on 
the 27th of Feb.. by Mr. W. T. BeBt, organist of St. 
George's Hall, Liverpool. The performance included 
selections from the works of the be»t masters ; and the 
powers of the instrument were fully and most successfully 
developed by the organist. 

We understand that " The Seven Last Words of our 
Lord Jesus Chiist, from the Cross," music by C. Gounod, 
may be heard at S. Andrew's Church, Wells-street, on 
Good Friday ; and that Beethoven's Mass in C will be 
given in the same church on Easter Day. 

The Leeds Express speaks highly of an invention, 
which has been recently patented, for the improvement 
of organs and harmoniums. The principle of the inven- 
tion is this, that the highest note of any chord played 
on the key-board is made to predominate with greater 
power than the harmony ; and thus the melody always 
stands out prominently, as if produced by another 
instrument. Chevalier Lemmens and the professional 
gentlemen who have examined the patent have declared 
it to be an essential improvement; and as it can be 
applied at moderate cost to any instrument, it is likely to 
be most extensively used. The inventor is Mr. Dawes, 
engineer, of Leeds. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

*** Nolicesof concerts and other information supplied by onr/fiendsin 
the country, must be forwarded us early as possible afte* the occur- 
rence; otherwise they cannot be inserted. Our correspondents must 
specifically denote the date of each concert, for without such dale 
no notice can be taken of the performance. All communications must 
be authenticated by the proper name and address of the Writer. 

Our Correspondents will greatly oblige by writing all names as clearly 
as possible, as we cannot be responsible for any mistakes tvhicit 
may occiir. 

Wecannot undertake to return offered contributions; the authors, there- 
fore, will do well to retain copies. 

Notice is sent to all Subscribers whose payment (in advance) is 
exhausted. The paper will be discontinued where the Subscription 
is not renewed. We again remind those who are disappointed in 
obtaining back numbers, that although the music pages are always 
stereotyped, onltt a sufficient quantity of the rest of the paper is 
printed to supply tht current sale. 

X. Y. Z. — We know nothing whatever of the system of instruction 
pursued in the Institution mentioned. The tuition in the Royal 
Acodemy of Music has produced some of our best professors, and 
must therefore, we presume, be based upon solid principles. 

William Lill. — The metal pipes in the front of Willis's organ at the 
Agricultural Hall are alt " speaking pipes'*~-not "dummies." 

Trumpet. — Unquestionably the Clergyman has the richt to choose the 
music to be performed in his church ; but it is a right which, from 
courtesy to the organist, is seldom exercised. 

An Organ ist. — We are not aware of any law that would restrain a 
churchwarden from playing the organ, or even of allowing his 
Sriends to do so ; but we certainly think that it would be better 
taste never to open the instrument except in the presence of the 
organist. 



ISrief Summary of Country Jtetos. 

Alford (Hogsthorpe.)— A concert was given in the 
Wesleyan Scnool-room, on the 23rd of February, by 
the members of Mr. Whipham's tonic sol-fa classes. The 
spacious room was crowded to excess, many of the e~lite 
of the neighbourhood being present. The programme, 
which was rather a lengthy one, was gone through with 
great credit, most of the pieces being sung in a superior 
style. Mr. Whipham gave the " Plough Boy," with 
variations, on the flute, accompanied by Miss M. A. 
Wright On the piano, with good taste ; " Bells of Free- 
dom," a chorus by the whole class, Was well sung ; and 
Miss Addison and Miss M. A. Wright sang a duet, " I 
know a bank " in a very satisfactory manner. 

An dover.— The Choral Society gave its third concert 
of sacred music on Monday evening, the 6th ult. The 



